Nazareth —Basilica of the Annunciation where the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she was to
give birth to the Son of God.

Chapel of St Joseph

Church of St Gabriel ( Mary’s well)

Cana where Our Lord performed His first miracle by turning the water into wine at the wedding
feast. (Renew the wedding vows at Cana Church)

Mount Tabor — where Jesus Christ was “Transfigured”. Holy Communion _at 4.00pm_at the Basilica

of the Transfiguration

3rd June 2018



The Church of the Annunciation also referred to as the Basilica of the Annunciation, is

a church in Nazareth, in northern Israel. It was established over the site where the Catholic tradition holds to be

the house of Virgin Mary, and where angel Gabriel appeared to her and announced that she would conceive and

bear the Son of God, Jesus — an event known as the Annunciation. For this reason, the site and the city of Naza-
reth are among the most sacred places in the Christian world.
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Bible Reading

Luke 1:26-38

The Birth of Jesus Foretold

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings,
you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting
this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favour with God. You will conceive and give birth
to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” “How will this
be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called'! the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going
to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever
fail.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24929a

Church of St Joseph in Nazareth is built over the carpentry workshop of the husband of the Virgin
Mary. The church also known as the Church of the Nutrition and the Church of Joseph’s Workshop. It
stands very much in the shadow of the high dome of the Church of the Annunciation on its southern side
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Bible Reading

Matthew 1:18-22

Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son od
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about : His mother Mary ".- %
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she ‘ % '
was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her
husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to
public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the
Lord had said through the prophet:



http://www.seetheholyland.net/nazareth/
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The Church of St. Gabriel is the Orthodox counterpart to the Catholic Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth.

According to Orthodox tradition, the Virgin Mary first received the news from Gabriel that she would bear the
Savior while she was out fetching water. The Orthodox Church of St. Gabriel is therefore located over the spring
that fed Mary's Well, the traditional place where Mary fetched water for her household a natural spring that feeds
the nearby ancient well known as Mary's Well.



http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/nazareth-basilica-of-annunciation.htm
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Cana where Our Lord performed His first miracle by turning the water into wine at the wedding
feast. Renew the wedding vows.

Bible Reading: John 2:1-11  Jesus Changes Water Into Wine

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wed-
ding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My
hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for
ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that
had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the
bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but
you have saved the best till now.” What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him.




The transfiguration of Jesus: Jesus and three of his apostles, Peter, James, John, go to a mountain
(the Mount of Tabor) to pray. On the mountain, Jesus begins to shine with bright rays of light. Then the proph-

ets Moses and Elijah appear next to him and he speaks with them. Jesus is then called "Son" by God the Father, as in
the Baptism of Jesus

Il

Bible Reading: Matthew 17:1-8

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfig-
ured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah,
talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for
Elijah.” While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased. Listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he

said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James,_son_of_Zebedee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_of_Transfiguration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Son_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_the_Father
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism_of_Jesus

The Synagogue Church

According to the tradition the Nazareth Synagogue where Jesus preached (Luke 4:16) stood on this spot. Adjacent to the Syna-

gogue Church is the parish church of Nazareth’s Greek Catholic Community)




Bible Readings: The Transfiguration
Mark 9:2-8

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he
was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. . Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.
Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what to say, they were so fright-
ened.) Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.

Luke 9:28-36

About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. As he was
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, Moses and Eli-
jah, appeared in glorious splendour, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure which he was about to bring to fulfilment
at Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two
men standing with him. As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up
three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) While he was speak-
ing, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. A voice came from the cloud, saying,
“This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The
disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen.
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Holy Communion led by Rev. Anand.




